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The history of toys:  

Toys have existed for thousands of years. They were 

made out of materials that were available at the 

time. Even sticks and stones have been made into 

toys. 

 

Victorian age toys: 

During this period, toys were mainly 

made out of materials such as wood, paper 

and metal. 

    

Rich children might have played with 

clockwork trains, dolls, tea sets and 

rocking horses. Poorer children played 

with homemade toys like peg dolls, wooden 

boats and stuffed rags to use as balls 

        

Key Vocabulary 

Past  

What has happened before now 

Present 

What is happening now 

Artefact  

An object made by a human being 

Period 

A length or portion of time 

Century 

A period of 100 years 

Victorian 

The time of Queen Victoria’s reign 1837-1901 

20th Century 

From the year 1900 -1999 

21st Century 

We are in the 21st Century now. It started in the year 

2000 and will end in 2099 

In living memory 

The recent past where there are people still alive that we 

can talk to about what it was like 

Beyond living memory 

The past where there is no one left alive who can 

remember and talk about it. 

 

 

 

Modern toys:  

Modern toys are often made out of plastic. This 

is because they are safer and easier to mould 

into different shapes. Modern toys are made in 

factories 

Many modern toys use electricity to work. 

Computers and gaming consoles were invented 

in the 20th Century. 
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Question 1: How long have toys existed for? 

Tick one box 

Start of unit End of unit 

Since the 20th Century   

For thousands of years   

Since Queen Victorian ruled   

Ever since plastic was invented   

 

Question 2: Poor Victorian children might have played with… 

Tick/ one box 

Start of unit End of unit 

Clockwork train sets   

Rocking horses   

Tea sets   

Peg dolls   

 

Question 3: Which of these toys is the most modern? 

 Tick one box 

Start of unit End of unit 

Lego   

Teddy Bears   

Games Consoles   

Roller Skates   

 

Question 4: Which material was not used to make the earliest 

toys? 

 Tick one box 

Start of unit End of unit 

Plastic   

Metal   

Clay   

Wood   

 

 

 


