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19th September 2019 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Homework Questionnaire 

Many thanks to everyone who returned the homework questionnaire last term; the results of it are 

attached. Homework is an area that is always divided; children don’t want it, some families love it and some 

wish it had never been invented!  We recognise that our policy and approach to homework will not satisfy 

everyone but we focus on the children and on what we believe is essential for them to be successful in 

school.  Therefore the leadership team and governors have received the results of the questionnaire and 

have used these, with the research from the Education Endowment Foundation 

(https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/homework-

primary/#closeSignup) to review our homework policy.  

There is a clear desire from some parents/carers for workshops to help make sense of the curriculum and 

expectations on the children.  We are happy to provide these, however we will require a minimum number 

of people to sign up to ensure productive use of every ones time. Robin and Swift Reception children parents 

will be able to attend a series of workshops to help understand phonics, reading and the expectations of the 

EYFS curriculum.  Parents/carers of children in Y1 will be able to come to a phonics workshop whilst those in 

Y6 can come to a workshop on SATS and the best way to support your child.  This year, on Wednesday 4th 

March, there will be a workshop on reading for all parents and carers.  Reading underpins everything we do 

and learn; it is not simply about being able to say the words and is far more complex – come along to find 

out! 

Last academic year we ran some learning together clubs; the feedback from parents/carers was very positive 

so please look out for these as we plan to run these again. 

We look forward to another positive learning year working together with you for the benefit of your 

children. 

 

Many thanks 

 

Tracey Dunn 

mailto:admin@fitzmaurice.wilts.sch.uk
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/homework-primary/#closeSignup
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/homework-primary/#closeSignup


Response Rate: 33%

Summary Of Questionnaire Results:

Strongly 

Agree
Agree Disagree

Strongly 

Disagree

Don't 

Know

Not 

Answered
TOTAL

number 22 39 12 1 0 0 74

% 30% 53% 16% 1% 0% 0% 100%

number 43 29 1 1 0 0 74

% 58% 39% 1% 1% 0% 0% 100%

number 22 33 14 4 1 0 74

% 30% 45% 19% 5% 1% 0% 100%

number 22 45 5 1 1 0 74

% 30% 61% 7% 1% 1% 0% 100%

Yes No TOTAL
Too 

hard

Too 

easy

number 67 7 74 0 5

% 91% 9% 100% 0% 7%

Yes No TOTAL
Too 

much

Too 

little

number 58 15 73 2 13

% 78% 20% 99% 3% 18%









Fitzmaurice Primary School

Homework Questionnaire Results - June 2019

Of those that 

answered no, 

they said it was 

because 

homework was:

Of those that 

answered no, 

they said it was 

because 

homework was:

Whilst there was agreement amongst most respondents that homework should focus on core skills, many felt that it was 

important to ensure there was also a focus on creativity:

“Homework should be both creative and focussing on core skills”

“More parent classes could take place to help understand what is required and techniques to use”

1.  Homework should be able to be 

completed independently by my child

2. Homework should re-enforce my 

child's learning

3. Homework should focus on the core 

skills of reading, spelling and times 

tables/number bonds

4. I know how to support my child in 

completing their homework

5. The homework my child receives is 

appropriate to their age

6. I think my child receives enough 

homework

Comments

Whilst most respondents felt that a child should be able complete their homework independently, many acknowledged that 

they often need support.  There were therefore requests for the school to provide more information to help parents/carers 

assist their child:

“It is good for kids to get a little extra support from parents and we'd like to help, not least to take some pressure off 

teachers.  We attended an excellent maths club and the kids exercises done there, with the worksheets, were great 

activities to do at home.  Maybe just sending a couple of those home each term to encourage families to do more 

maths would benefit everyone?  As parents I think many of us feel confused about the level of maths the children are 

working on and how it’s being taught.  The sheets really helped our confidence”

“Despite the term maps, I'm never sure what maths is done when.  It would be good to have worksheets to reinforce 

learning at home”

































Some respondents said it would be nice to have more feedback on the homework their child has completed:











“Have really enjoyed the creative learning challenges.  Have prompted interesting discussions and have been fun and 

engaging whilst re-enforcing learning”

"My child could easily manage more homework to get them used to secondary school.  Maths homework consists of 

times tables in year 5, why not set some SAT type questions or just more variety to challenge them and ready them for 

Year 6?  Same for English"

“I like the creative homework - it's the best opportunity to interact with my children and the homework that is 

memorable"

“We find the creative homework can be a little too open ended and the children find it difficult to make a decision about 

they want to do.  We much prefer the smaller 20 min work sheets for Maths and English and would rather do these 

more often than the creative termly projects”

“Still feel that the termly creative homework is a bit of a waste of time and would prefer weekly set homework for the 

younger ones too”

“Topic homework is a good way to learn research skills so this is a good addition to the reading, spelling and times 

tables”

“Termly homework reinforces the class topics but do not reinforce what they have learned in class that week or give 

them a chance to practise what has been taught that week.  Find this unhelpful to their learning and it has caused 

problems with them grasping basic maths techniques, grammar and science”

“Whilst am happy for my child to do spellings every day and book reviews at the weekend, I feel that the maths 

homework could involve questions to complete”

“My child struggles with handwriting - could do with some to practice at home as well as the normal work”

“Children should be given feedback on their homework so they (and parents) get a sense of whether it has even been 

looked at.  Children should be praised for effort that has gone in, even if they are still developing art skills etc.”

“It would be good to have feedback from homework”

With this is mind, most respondents were very positive about the type of homework that their child receives at Fitzmaurice, 

in particular the termly creative projects:

There were a few people however who were not as keen on the creative homework projects and would prefer more 

alternatives, such as maths worksheets:

“There is not enough homework, especially in years 5&6.  Secondary school will be an unnecessary shock"

“I believe that children in Year 6 should be getting more appropriate homework weekly to set them up for secondary 

school.  Think they will have a big shock when they suddenly get several pieces per week”

There were also a very small proportion of respondents who did not agree with children being set homework at all whilst at 

primary school.

Some respondents also felt that there should be an increase in the amount of homework given to upper KS2 pupils, as there 

were concerns they may struggle to adapt easily to the level of homework they will be given at secondary school:

“Homework should focus on broad range of skills, creativity, problem solving, physical skills as well as reading, spelling 

and times tables”

“Reading, spelling and times tables are a very narrow focus for out of school learning - other skills are in my opinion are 

as important e.g. social/scientific/cultural etc.”

“Too much focus on 'core skills' to the detriment of creativity.  Homework should involve learning about things beyond 

school - e.g. a challenge to visit the library to learn about x”

“I think the current set up of weekly core and termly task is ideal, especially having an open-ended task allowing as 

much/little time as the child wishes”

“Like the creative project homework because the children can decide what they want to do and are more motivated to 

do it, especially when linked to a topic of interest”

“Love the creative projects - get whole family involved”

“Feel strongly that young children shouldn't have too much extra work at home and that the creative homework per 

term balance has been great”
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