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Children’s Progression in Reading 
•Shows an interest in illustrations and print

• Has favourite books, handles books        

correctly, understands the concept of a word

• Enjoys more books, recognises some words

• Knows that print carries meaning, and in English is 
read left to right and top to bottom

• Reads a range of familiar words and sentences 
independently



The Reading Experience
•Early experience is about handling 
books and enjoying stories and the 
information inside them.

•Find a quiet, comfortable and peaceful 
place to sit side by side with your 
child, at a time when they are not 
tired, hungry or keen to do something 
else.

•Let your child hold the book

•Encourage your child to read what 
they can and support and PRAISE 
their efforts



• Books with no words help children talk 
about and think about stories. What is 
happening in the picture? Why is the 
girl throwing the ball? What do you 
think will happen next?

Let’s look at some books



• Books that have only a couple of 
words on a page- success of 
using new phonic knowledge and 
understanding ‘words’ and that 
text carries meaning.

Let’s look at 
some books



First Words
•Don’t forget the pictures – reading pictures 
develops their understanding of stories 
and humour

•Let your finger do the walking – pointing 
to each word helps them understand the 
concepts of words and sentences 

•Use initial sounds when able – be patient 
and don’t worry some children do just 
memorise texts in the early stages



These books may have short simple 
sentences – this is to encourage your child 
to begin to read captions and sentences, 
continuing to use their phonic skills.

Let’s look at some books



A quick word about 
Phonics

in pan

the he
• Look and say still 
applies – common 
exception words/ 
tricky words!

• Sound buttons 
and how to use 
them



To reach the ELG children should be on red 
or yellow books. They feature sounds from 
phases 2 and 3 and also help children 
practise their ‘tricky words’ (common 
exception words).

Let’s look at the Early 
Learning Goal for Reading

Children read and understand simple sentences. They use 
phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them 
aloud accurately. They also read some common irregular 

words. They demonstrate understanding when talking about 
what they have read.



Book Talk: Tell me…
• About the characters in the book 

•What you liked about it. What was your favourite 
part?

• Was there anything you didn’t like?

•Did anything puzzle you?

•Does it remind you of any other stories?

•Has anything that happens in the story ever 
happened to you?

•The story again in your own words

•Why did that happen?/Why did they do that?



How does the reading and 
book changing system work?
• Children can read with a teacher any day of the 
week, so reading books, link books and book bags 
must be in school every day.

•Books are changed on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays.

•Books are changed if you initial or sign next to 
the book title in your child’s link book.

•Write a note in the link book if you have any 
concerns about your child’s reading and we will 
answer them.

•If you think your child’s books are too easy for 
them please let us know – we will reassess them 
and may move them on to the next level.



What is the National Book 
Banding System?

Lilac 

books 

with no 

words

Pink 

books 

learning 

to 

blend

Red books 

are more 

challenging 

and we feel 

a child 

reading Red 

3 is at ELG

Green books exceed the 

Early Learning Goals – this 

means your child is working 

at the level of a good year 

one

We expect some 

children to be 

reading yellow 

by the end of 

their time with us



What if?
• My child doesn’t want to read

You can read to them

•My child doesn’t know the words

Give them some time to work it out using phonics, 
then ask them what would make sense in the 
story. If they still don’t know praise them for 
having a go then tell them the word

•You feel stressed before or during the session

Stop the session and try again some other time

•You think their book is too easy

Extend their reading experience with questions 
about the text. Reading books easily is a real 
confidence boost for your child



Reading Around
• Remember there are lots of different books- stories, 
poems, information texts and texts they cannot yet 
read for themselves all have value. 

•Library books

• Road works, street signs, posters, signs on 
buildings

•Shopping Lists, Food packets, menus

•Information booklets, leaflets, instructions

•Let your child see you reading for pleasure too.

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-tp-1325-environmental-print-photo-pack


Reading to your child
• Reading to your child is just as important as 
hearing your child read to you. 

•Reading to your child will help your child develop 
their understanding of what they can hear. 

•It will inspire them to want to read for themselves. 

•Try to read to your child at a higher level than 
they can read by themselves. 

•Remember to talk about new words

• you come across together. 



Thank you for 
watching and 

listening.
Robin@fitzmaurice.wilts.sch.uk

Swift@Fitzmaurice.wilts.sch.uk
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