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FITZMAURICE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

Class Allocation Policy 
Approved by the governors in T5 2019; review due T5 2022 

 

Introduction 
Pupil admission number (or PAN) is the number of new pupils that a school takes into its 
reception classes each year. 
 
Due to the size of our school and the different number of children in each year group, 
the school cannot teach all the children in single age group classes. There will always be 
some single age and some mixed age classes (where children from two year groups are 
mixed together).  
 
There is a statutory requirement that no class at Foundation Stage 2 (Reception) and 
Key Stage 1 (Year 1 and Year 2) will have more than 30 pupils (although in exceptional 
circumstances this number may be exceeded). In Key Stage 2 (Years 3, 4, 5 and 6) the 
statutory requirement is removed and there is no upper limit to the number of children 
in a class.   
 
Purpose 
This policy sets out how children are allocated to mixed age classes when it is necessary 
to combine year groups in one class. 
 
Criteria 
Deciding on which children are in which class is a long process which is highly 
considered by the teachers who know them best. There is no set formula for working 
out which children will go into which class. Happy children are able to learn well and this 
is the school’s prime motivation for trying to achieve the best combination of children in 
each class.  
 
The class arrangements are dictated by the professional judgement of teachers, taking 
the following criteria into account:  

 the needs of individual children academically 

 the needs of individual children socially 
 the need to teach classes balanced in gender and ability 
 the need for siblings to be taught in the same class or to be separated 
 the possible need to separate children with dysfunctional relationships 
 the need to balance the budget        

 
Children in Reception will be put into groups and will spend time in each class in 
different combinations of children until the end of Term 1 when they will be allocated to 
a class for the remainder of the year. This enables the teaching staff to be able to 
appropriately apply the above criteria once they and the children know one another. 
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Parents’ and Carers’ Contribution 
It is not possible to allow parental preferences for particular teachers to be taken into 
account and it is our policy not to change the class lists once published. Please trust the 
school to make the best choice for each individual child. 
 
Where siblings could be placed in the same class, in the case of twins for example, 
parental requests will be considered and accommodated where possible. If you are a 
parent of twins, triplets etc, your children’s current class teacher will contact you to 
discuss if the siblings should be together or separated. 
 
Class Organisation 
The school will tell parents and carers about how classes will be organised once this has 
been decided in Term 5 or 6. This information is also available on the website 
www.fitzmauriceschool.info and from the school office. 
 
Late Applications 
The school is required by the Local Authority to accept late applications which arrive 
during the summer holidays unless our pupil admission number is exceeded. In 
exceptional circumstances the Local Authority may require us to accept children beyond 
this number. This could lead to late adjustments to classes.  
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